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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1 , paragraph [0001], line 2: Insert a -- comma -- prior to the term "such". 

Page 1 , paragraph [0002], line 1 : Insert a - comma - prior to the temi "such". 

Page 1 , paragraph [0004], line 3: Insert a - comma - prior to the term "such" 
and after the term "wax". 

Page 3, paragraph [0010], line 14: Insert a - period - after the term 
"measurement". 

Page 4, paragraph [0016], line 1 : Insert a - comma - prior to the term "such". 

Page 4, paragraph [0021], line 1: Correct the article "The" to read ~ An ~. 

Page 4, paragraph [0021], line 2: Correct the article "the" to read - an -. 

Page 4, paragraph [0021], line 6: Insert a - comma ~ prior to the temi 
"opposite" and after reference numeral "28". 

Page 4, paragraph [0021], line 6: Insert the article - a - prior to the term 
"profiling". 

Page 5, paragraph [0023], line 3: Insert a - comma -- after reference numeral 

"42". 
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Page 5, paragraph [0025], line 3: Insert a - comma - after the term 
"embodiment". 

Page 6, paragraph [0027], line 4: Correct the first occurrence of the article "the" 
to read - a --. 

Page 6, paragraph [0028], lines 4 and 10: Correct the numeral "1" to read 

- one ~. 

CLAIMS: 

Re claims 1 1 and 12, claim line 2: Correct the phrase "V shaped" to read 

- V-shaped -. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art to US 2,601,703 (Sawyer) discloses a method for testing for surface 

defects comprising manufacturing plastic replicas of the surface features of machine 

elements and subsequently inspecting the replicas to detennine the nature and extent 

of surface defects thereon. 

The prior art to US 4,043,187 (Tomomatsu) discloses a method of measuring 
surface roughness of an object indirectly according to a tracer method by forming two 
different kinds of replicas. The first replica is made of a flexible material, which can be 
easily stripped off from either the object surface or from the surface of the second 
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replica. The second replica is made of a material with high hardness so that it will not 
suffer from any scratch or flaw from the tracer even when It hits the replica. Surface 
configuration of the object to be measured is transferred to the first replica and the 
surface configuration of the first replica is then transferred to the second replica, and 
surface roughness of this second replica is measured with a tracer. 

The prior art to US 4,951,497 (Gilibert) discloses a process for measuring the 
roughness of a surface of a piece in which there is applied on the rough surface of the 
piece a first surface of a deformable flat element and there is exerted on a second 
surface of the deformable flat element, parallel and opposite the first surface, a 
constant pressure in the direction of the piece, so that the first surface of the 
deformable element closely follows the profile of the rough surface, penetrating 
between the peaks of this rough surface, wherein the deformable flat element is made 
of a material having a high degree of reversible elastic deformability so that the first 
surface of the element penetrates elastically and reversibly between the peaks of the 
rough surface, and the deformation or the resultant displacement of the second 
surface of the deformable element is measured in situ, i.e. while the deformable flat 
element is being pressed against the rough surface. The invention also relates to an 
apparatus for carrying out this process. 

The prior art to US 5,344,302 (Beehler et al.) discloses a tool for remotely 
obtaining an impression of a component surface. A support pole is used to position a 
mold plate having sidewalls against a component surface. A piston from a pneumatic 
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cylinder attached to a support pole is used to force Impression material into the space 
between the mold plate and component surface. An adhesive plate on the mold plate 
insures removal of the impression with the mold plate once the Impression material 
has hardened. The surface condition of the component may be determined by 
inspection of the negative Impression. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel S. Larkin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2198. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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